Three generations of telecare of the elderly.
The increasing number of elderly and infirm people living alone in their own homes is creating the need for new personal emergency response systems based on public telephone and cable networks. While existing systems enable clients to summon help in the event of illness, future services are likely to make use of evolving technologies to provide automatic sensing of emergencies and to predict long-term deterioration in health, using activity profiles. The characteristics and requirements of these second-generation systems are discussed and predictions are made about the innovative services and facilities that may be available in third-generation systems, when broadband communication is available to the home.